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Environmental, Health and Safety

King & Spalding’s Environmental, Health and Safety (EHS) practice consists of more than 35 lawyers worldwide, recognized for their success in handling the most complicated matters arising under environmental, health and safety laws. Our global team includes lawyers in Washington, D.C., advocating for clients’ interests on Capitol Hill; in California, assisting clients with responding to the new markets for clean energy and technology; in Houston, the traditional energy capital of the world and the gateway to oil & gas activity in the Gulf; in Atlanta, from where we can rapidly respond to incidents and crises across the Southwest and East Coast; and in Chicago, giving us access to the manufacturing hubs of the Midwest. Our team is further bolstered by the presence of lawyers in Paris, contributing knowledge of cutting-edge EU regulations and assisting our clients with worldwide operations.
Our lawyers work to understand our clients’ businesses and to navigate regulatory obstacles to achieving their business goals. Top companies turn to King & Spalding’s EHS practice because we know first-hand how agencies operate, we understand the multitude of regulations governing different industries, and we provide strategic counsel oriented to achieve practical solutions. Our group includes environmental, health, and safety lawyers with government experience, including five former EPA attorneys, and lawyers with technical backgrounds in engineering, chemistry, biology, land use, environmental policy and safety—who function at the highest level of the intersection of law and science. The EHS team collaborates seamlessly with the firm’s other teams, which collectively include over 175 former government employees.
We have considerable experience partnering with clients through strategic and cost-effective counseling, negotiations, and litigation. We help clients with permitting of new projects, compliance assurance, auditing and environmental management systems for operating facilities, state and federal enforcement matters, remediation and site closure, rulemakings, transactional support, and Superfund matters.
We work to resolve issues with regulatory agencies and other interested parties through negotiation, but we stand ready to litigate when that is required, and we have decades of experience handling EHS disputes before state and federal administrative agencies and courts, from permit appeals, rules challenges, cost recovery claims and contribution actions, to citizen suits. When our clients face an enforcement action, we have an extensive bench of former U.S. EPA and state enforcement attorneys and former federal prosecutors who are experienced on both sides of civil and criminal enforcement actions.
We have defended our clients’ interests in disputes involving a wide variety of environmental issues, including:
· •  Clean Air Act
· •  Clean Water Act
· •  Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)
· •  Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA)
· •  Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA)
· •  Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA)
· •  Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA)
· •  Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA)
We have also defended our clients’ interests in disputes before a variety of agencies, including:
· •  U.S. Department of Justice
· •  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
· •  U.S. Department of Transportation
· •  U.S. Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board
· •  National Transportation Safety Board
· •  U.S. Coast Guard
· •  Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE)
· •  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
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Recognition
Environmental Law Firm of the Year Award 
–––––
CHAMBERS USA, 2024

Ranked Band 1 for Nationwide Environmental Health & Safety and Nationwide Product Liability & Mass Torts: The Elite 
–––––
CHAMBERS USA, 2024

Ranked for Nationwide Crisis Management 
–––––
CHAMBERS USA PROFESSIONAL ADVISERS: CRISIS & RISK MANAGEMENT, 2024

Cases & Deals
2025-03-14
King & Spalding Secures Complete Defense Verdict for Terumo in Bellwether Ethylene Oxide Case

2024-09-19
Nuclear Regulatory Commission Issues Construction Permit for King & Spalding Client Natura Resources’ Molten Salt Reactor To Be Deployed at ACU

2024-06-21
Nuclear Regulatory Commission Construction Permit Issuance Expected in September for King & Spalding client Natura Resource’s Molten Salt Reactor to be deployed at ACU
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Insights
CLIENT ALERT
2025-11-24
California’s New Climate Risk Report Requirement Halted by the Ninth Circuit, Just as New Guidance Is Issued

CLIENT ALERT
2025-11-20
EPA and Corps of Engineers Release a Proposed New Definition of “Waters of the United States,” Limiting Federal Jurisdiction

CLIENT ALERT
2025-10-14
CEQ Issues New NEPA Implementation Guidance: Another Step in the Ever-Evolving NEPA Landscape
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Events
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENT
2026-01-27
Karl Heisler to Speak at the American Conference Institute’s Extended Producer Responsibility Think Tank

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENT
2025-11-03
Karl Heisler to Speak at the Plumbing Manufacturers International’s Manufacturing Success Conference

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENT
2025-10-30
Karl Heisler to Speak at the Environmental Law Institute
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News
IN THE NEWS
2025-11-14
Karl Heisler explains why what California deems recyclable will not necessarily be deemed recyclable in other states

IN THE NEWS
Paul Alessio Mezzina, Nicholas Mecsas-Faxon, Doug Henderson and Nicholas Howell counsel Terumo before a Colorado appeals court, which affirmed the dismissal of a proposed class action by a man living near a Terumo BCT sterilization facility

IN THE NEWS
2025-09-29
K&S represents Terumo before a Colorado state court, which granted the healthcare company over $5M in costs following the company's win in its first trial against Lakewood residents
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