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Rising Star: King & Spalding's Meredith Redwine 

Law360, Los Angeles (July 17, 2017, 4:07 PM EDT) - From the 

inception of her career at King & Spalding LLP, Meredith 

Redwine has played an integral part in a team representing 

GlaxoSmithKline in scores of cases alleging the company's 

Paxil antidepressant has caused birth defects and other 

injuries, landing her a spot among the five product liability 

practitioners under 40 honored by Law360 as Rising Stars. 

THE MOST CHALLENGING CASES OF HER CAREER: 

Since joining King & Spalding over a decade ago, Redwine has 

been involved in the firm's representation of GSK in Paxil 

product liability litigation in state and federal courts, which 

the firm says is one of the longest-running mass torts in U.S. 

history. 

 

On top of conducting discovery and trial preparation in many 

of the Paxil cases, Redwine was a member of the trial teams 

for each of the three bellwether birth defect trials in 

Philadelphia state court. In the most recent trial in the spring 

of 2016, Redwine and fellow King & Spalding partners Todd 

Davis and Halli Cohn, alongside co-counsel from Lavin O’Neil 

Cedrone & DiSipio, obtained a directed verdict after 

successfully arguing that plaintiff Elisabeth Balser failed to 

prove her doctor would not have prescribed Paxil had GSK 

given a different warning to the doctor at the time. 

 

Redwine said the Paxil birth defect cases can be challenging 

to litigate, given the element of sympathy for the plaintiffs 

and the fact that the medical histories of both mother and 

child are at issue. 

 

"That adds to the complexity of the matter," she said. "You 
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have to deal with two separate plaintiffs, the mother and the child, and grasp their medical histories, 

and figure out how the science plays into both sides of it. Understanding how a human being developed 

is quite interesting, and that is something I have had to try to master during the course of the litigation." 

 

WHAT KEEPS HER MOTIVATED: 

When dealing with a crowded case load, Redwine said the pursuit of mastery of the unique facts and 

complex scientific backgrounds of each matter keeps her engaged day to day. Redwine jokes with family 

and friends that she gets to play a doctor at work. Over the course of her career, she has had to address 

issues ranging from teratology, or the study of birth defects, to epidemiology and maternal-fetal 

medicine. 

 

"What I enjoy the most about working on these cases is getting into the nitty-gritty details: What is this 

person's story, their narrative and their background, and how does the medication play into things?" she 

explained. 

 

Redwine added that the opportunity to share the visions of her client companies, which in addition to 

GSK include HealthSouth Corp., Purdue Pharma and Coloplast, is also a source of satisfaction. 

 

"I represent pharmaceutical and medical device companies, and the people at these companies care 

about doing good for others and improving others' lives," she said. "I really enjoy meeting with those 

people and learning what the companies' missions are to help the public." 

 

HOW SHE GOT INTO PRODUCTS WORK: 

Before starting law school at the University of Georgia, Redwine spent a year working as a paralegal at 

an insurance defense firm that primarily handled medical malpractice work. That experience exposed 

her to the ins and outs of medical practice and tort litigation. 

 

"I was fascinated by the mixture of the law, science and medicine," Redwine said. "That directed my 

focus as I went into law school." 

 

Redwine's pursuit of a career as a product liability practitioner was cemented when she went to work 

after law school as a clerk for Judge Thomas W. Thrash Jr. in the Northern District of Georgia, where she 

had the opportunity to help draft opinions in tort cases. 

 

"I found that I was most energized when I got to work on opinions for cases with a tort bent," Redwine 

said. 

 

HER ADVICE TO YOUNG PRODUCT LIABILITY LAWYERS: 

Above all, Redwine said, young practitioners first starting in product liability work should aim to develop 

an area of focus in each case, whether that is the scientific aspects of the matter, the plaintiff's 

background or the history of the company and its product. According to Redwine, staking out a specialty 

is a great way to become ingratiated with colleagues and to open doors down the road. 

 



 

 

"When you can be the go-to person on a subject area and contribute to the overall strategy, that is a 

great way to build your name and start building your career as a young attorney," she said. 

 

--As told to Jeff Sistrunk 

 

Law360's Rising Stars are attorneys under 40 whose legal accomplishments belie their age. A team of 

Law360 editors selected the 2017 Rising Stars winners after reviewing more than 1,200 submissions. This 

interview has been edited and condensed. 
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